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©he SPY WHO WAS TRAFPPED

H

mission

HIS remarkable story is supplied by Gen-
ernl J. Madison Drake, historian of the
Army and Navy Medal of Honor Legion,
U, S. A, and has been taken by him from the
records under his eare,

Captain Edward S. E. Newbury, the hero of
the tale, is now living in Elizabeth, N. J., hale
and hearty, bearing no marks of the terrible
exporience through which he passed early in the
civil war, Soon after the incident here set
forth Newbury captured a deserter from the
Union lines ns he was about to join the Con-
federates. This man was the first Union soldier
to suffer death for the erime of desertion in the
great war For his valuable services Newbury
was rewarded with n commission of lieutenant
in the Eleventh New Jersey and served until
June, 1865, when he returned to New Jersey
with the rank of captain.

Copyrizht. 1911, by the New York Herald Co. All rights reserved.)
WS of the enemy's plans or intentions, any
hred of news, was eagerly squght in the fall
of that bDIitter year, 1801, nfter the disaster at
Bull Run, when Washington seemed about tc
be engulfed in a trinmphant Confederate ad

vance and the energles of the authorities were bent

to defensive preparation nbout the capltal,
MecClellan was centring and reorganizing the new

Army of the Potomae. Just beyond, al Richmond, the

forces of an elated Confederacy were gathering. De-
tween lay debated ground, where neither slde di-
rected definite mensures and across which the lines
faced each other

It was early in November that General .Kmrn_v.
commanding the IVirst New Jersey brigade, then sta-
tloned fn Alexandrin, just to the south of Washing-
ton, determined to employ scouts upon the hazardous
work of feeling out conditions toward the Confeder-
ate poxition. The size of Johnson's force was a mat-
ter of wild conjecture, his swift descent was feared
and Kearny felt that total lgnorance of what he must
expect from that able and determined rebel leader
could no longer continue with safety. IIe cast about
him for volunteers willing to venture themselves into
the danger zone In search of Information.

Scout duty, it was called. But that was merely
a euphemfam for the service of a spy. The men
knew it. They knew dhat scouts would run extreme
risk of capture and that swift and terrible punish-
mwent would fall to them If they were taken. It was
The courtesies of war, stern

at the hest, would bring lttle comfort to the Union

no rose water serviece.

man fouhd hovering about the Confederate front at
such a time. Short ghrift and an unhonored grave

lay ahead of such a one, aud in the event of success

nothing belter than the doubtful recognition and
questioned glory accorded any spy.

Among those Who offered themselves for the dan
gerous but necessary undertaking was Edward S I,
Newbury, of the

I'hird New Jersey. Newbury was

a native of North Oarollna, where he had

lived on
his fatber's plantation unptil the outbreak of the
war. Havisg made his way to the home of an

ancle in Morrvis comty, N, J, he had enlisted in the

Third just as it was about to start for the front.

The young man was detalled with Corporal Thomas
P. Edwnrds of hig company to push Into the country
towanrl Richmond. Their orders were to use their
best eiforts toward gettlng word of the plans and dis-
position of the Confedernte forces. For the rest they
were to be governed by their own wit and by clrcum-
stances.  With this vague commlssion and with full
understanding of the perils ahead the two left the
Alexandria camp on the evening of November 4 and
hit for the South

Edwards had picked up directions from a fugitive
iu gro that would lead them to the home of Mr. Pitz-
bugh. n wealthy planter, who was known to be Influ-
entlal at IRtichmond. Theé plantation lay some ten
miles from the Unlon lines, nod It was the suggestion
of Lidwards that they should approach it in the hope
of overhearing some conference or conversation that
mlght prove of valme, Fltzbugh, he argued, weuld be
fully informed of the Confederate plans, and would
be most unlikely to suspect the presence of lurking
scouts. It was possible, then, that they might secrete
themselves on the premises, might even intercept u
messenger, or ln some other way place themselves on
the track of information.

Cloge upon nine o'clock they groped into the planta-
tlon grounds. It was a moonless night, with a raw
wind and low
Mulking

quarters they

hung clouds that gave promise of raln.

thelr way among the cabins of the negro
came up to the house only to find it
A faint light appeared

at the window of one of the cabinsg, and, stealing

dark and apparently desepted,

cautlously across o It, they looked within.

An aged negress was sitting by a rude cot on which
lay an emaclated young slave tossing In fever. They
cutered nud quietly made loquiries as to the where-
abouts of Fltzhugh. The negress, who, with ber il
son, represented the remnant of her master’s body of
servants, told them that the planter had removed his
family to Ricbhwond a few days before, but that he
would return in a few hours with some friends before
closing the house. The scouts hastened to take their
leave, assuring the woman that they would retorn
“np= shejr errand next day,

2hey emered the house easlly by way of a window
and after cautlously striking lighrs looked about for a
niding place. But Newbury disapproved of the ar-
rangement.

When they left the house again they took with them
the bed, blankets, some odds and ends of food and a
tiny tin cup which Edwards, for some inscrutable rea-
,son, Insisted vpon appropriating, They had cause to
be grateful for that cup before the adventure was

over
Thev were tired, the hed was soft and the blankets

OW Captain Newbury Saved the Life of a Help-
less, Wounded Comrade and Won a Union Com-

were warm, and they had not been settled beyond the
boxwood hedge many minutes before they both fell
asleep. It was after midnlght when they were ayoused
by the padding of hoofs along the frozen road. Creep-
ing through the hedge, they saw five horsemen pull up
before the residence and diswount. One was left in
charge of the anlmals and the others, with laugh aud
cintter, entered the bouse. The ruddy flash of fire re-
flected from the windows showed that the party was
preparing for 1 comnfortable gession.

But the scouts did vot feel <ecure enough to ap-
proach lmmediately, and, leaving their hiding place,
they crawled to the rear of the house.

Their first Intimation that suspiclon was abroad
came with the sudden cessation of the sounds of rev-
Uncasy, Lthough scarce wliling

they

elry In the munslon,

to abandon a sltuation of so much promise
agreed, in whispers, to occupy the sizable log cabln
jnst at the rear of the house which was used as o
kitchen. There were two doors to this kitehen, front
and back.

selves within, each guarding a door, they would be

They declded that by concealing (hem-

safe from detection while assuring tbhemselves from
gurprise. The corporal, accordingly, took his staund
just inside the cabin's front entrance, while Newbury
sought a slmilar position at the rear.

The men now listened jotently. T'hey heard nothing
from the direction of the house. The tinkling of dead
lenves in the chill wind was all that came to thelr
ears. With carblnes ready and revolvers In hand they
walted while the convietion grew upon them that the
darkness held some danger that was cirellug and clos-
{ng in on them,

Edwards, peering into the sombre mystery of the
night, saw a dim figure Ait across his line of vision.
He gave a signal of warning to Newbury. A moment
later the figure reappeared, still in front of the cabin
It stood for a moment aud then slowly and sllently ap-
proached. As the man came on Edwards backed
The Sontherncr

blocked the doorway of the cabin, where again he

gently away. advanced until he

stood, listening and watehing

The scouts stilled their breathing Twice Edwards

raised his carbine and covered the unknownp. It was
a polnt-blank shot. From where he stood the Cor-
poral ccould almost have touched the man with the

carbine, But each time he lowered his weapon, re-

membering that his mission was not to engage In
combat.

Suddenly there was a sharp exclamation from the
figure in the doorway and the darkness was split by a
bright flash, The roar of the explosion was followed
by a yell of paln from the Corporal, who, wounded as
he was, charged upon his assallant, belleving that the
only hope lay In breaking through the ring of their
enemies, The Southerner fled into the night, shonting
as he ran, and Edwards sprang through the hedge.

Newbury, confused by the shot and Lhe uproar, had

only the vaguest notion of what had taken place
knowing that the Corpor
called him repeatediy by oame and, recelyving
swer, began to grope ahont the tloor

ympanion bad been killed. By the tlme he
certain that
the

a rush for the front door of the kitchen,

crackie of shots outstde and party of the

came In

Newbury blazed his carbine toward the spurts of
flame and, whipplng up 418 revolver, emptled the
chambers as fast as be could whirl the eylinder. The
attnckers huddled for a moment under thls vicious
tire, Then one of them ralsed a howl

‘1" down, Fitzbugh!™

Flight of the Party.
The Southerners evidently thought that there

were several Yankees In the Kitchen and, not know
ing what other force wmight be uvear, they retreated

They walted for uo more Dragging the one who
been wounded, they rode away Into the night
bastily, beard the
pound of hoofs on the frozen road once more, clump-

Ing off tn the direction of Richmond and fAnally dying

had

Newbury. reloading hils wenpons

away ip the distance

Now, Newbury, although bie bhad been somewhat
tardy In  getting Inte the action, found It o
his liking e had just begun to nnd the afair in

teresting. As It stoed he found sligh*t cause for
satlsfactlon or any band. He was left without the
news he had come after, without his cooipanlon,
who bhad apparently vanished into thin alr, and with-
out any uchievewent to bis credit greater than hav-
ing winged one of the assallants,

While the indignapt and disappointed young man
was  consoling  himself  with fwaginary tre and

slaughter and counting up his available ammunition
he was startled by a noise as of splintering wood along
the rence to his rigot.
that direction, he
some one was trving to climb the fence,

Making hls way cautiously in
heard further sounds indieating thae
Ie crawled
through the field, carbine levelled, apd came suddenly
upon—Edwards,

The plight.  The bullet
from the pilstol of the unknown assaflant bad entered
the At the Ed-
wirds arw tight his
fnches higzher bad
whirled by ono of the strange (reaks of such projec-
tiles, ripped through his &lde and jodged agalust the
Almost paralyzed below bis
tervibly weakened, he had yet made shift ©o drag hiw-
self to the fence and attempr to pull himself over

Newbury wade a rapid examination that revealed
the desperate nuture of the wound., DBy every human
probabllity the Corporal would die within an hour
Ille could not walk, could not even stand
uo belp lo this evemy’'s country, The Unlon
wers miles A Confederate detachment
might sbortly be expected, The whole reglon was
Confederate territory To add to the ditticultles the
promise of the lowering clouds was tulfilled and It

Corporal was 1o fearful
arm Just above the elbow
had

body, and the ball, emerging six

moment

been holding  his against

sploal column wilst,

There was
lines

ten away.

began to raln a cold, sharp, penetrating raio,

But the young private vever for a lhiesi-
tated, The gghting spirit of the man rose to meet the
problem. He first propped Edwards up against the
fence, where he could hold on with his hands, Theo,
straddling the top, he strmioed and dragged and lifted
entil he bad ralsed the Corporal to his own level and
could lower him ou the other side.

Edwards was heavlly built, of greater welght than
Newbury by some twenly pounds

moment

e was entirely
unable to repder any assistapce In covering ground,
and the private found It necessary to koeel in the
road, worry the helpless Corporal onto his back and
stagger nlong, half tralling, ha!f carrylog the burdon

Not
1 had jumped for the open, he
no an-
thinking that his
had made
IZdwards was not in the cabin there was a

house
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In this way they won to o neglected field of standing

corn distance the plantation
Floere
and called to Newbury to set him down
gt

I'm burning

hort from mansion

Edwards conld no longer endure his suflering

“For God's snke, me water,” he gasped

with thirsy’
Newbury reached for his canteen and found that he
The Corporal

My

wound’s fevered am

had lost it somewbere 1o the darkness

e

e
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Once He Crouched in a Clump of Bushes
While a Detail of Confederates Marched By

had cast his own aside In his first struggle through
the fleld. Bul Edwards hud
left his haversack by

remembered where he
the feuce
witer.”

“That tin cup 18 nside,” he sald, “'Get me

Making his companion as comfortable as possible in
the sleeting rain, the private stole back and recovered
Hlis first thought was to seck water at
the plantation, but than
longer in a position to risk enconnter with a detach-

the tin cup

he remembered he was oo

went, The Corporal was now entirely dependent upon

him and he dared not place the other's slender chance
of life in peril
A\ quarter of a Accotlnck Creek,

which they had erossed on the journey out, and New-

mile nway was
ould recall no aearer means of procuring relief

Hastening through the darkness in

bury
for his comrade
that general direction be came at last to the creck and
iled With this
held no more than one good mouthful of the oreclous
he set out
hls retorn |

Succored Wounded Comrade.

There was no ray of lzbt to gulde blm

his cup shallow receptable. which
water, zuarded carefully !n his two bands

upou

I'he way
was uneven, leading across fields and fences  Twice
he stumbled, and each time he lost part of the water
He had arcived at the cornficld at last when his foot
anght 1o a teaillog vine and he sprawled headlong
The painful trip was &1l to be repeated,

At the
wounded cowrade to find the Corporil sobbing
and lBdwards had
up hig mind that the private had deserted bim.
bury propped up his head and gave bim the few drops

the =ide of his
with
wade
New-

second attempt he reached

wenkness discourngement

left tn the cup, but the Corporal’s fever had helghtened
and the small portion was no more than an aggrava-

tion He erfed aloud for more, and Newbury, com-
forting nnd soothing hhw, sec patiently forth upon
another Journey.

He lost count of the number of times be went back
and forth between the ereek and the cornteld with the
night, but gray dawn broke
sullenly he <till ar the sk and Edwards was
stil) \zaln and bad travelled
the way, unmindtul of his own weariness and contenlt
if he brought momentary comfort to the Corporal. But
now the coming of day made the vicinity of the planta-
tion doubly dangerons, and Newbury decided that they
must get away, Not for a monent did he consider de-
serting the wounded man. HIs one thought was to
bring Edwards off, for he knew what would lnevitably
result from capture, and he knew, moreover, thar the
Corporal must die if medical attendance was not soon
obtained.

Kdwards was now on the verge of delirfum with
pain and fever. He bad po coutrol over his legs or
his shattered arm. Newbury fasbloned a kind of rude
sling frow their belts, and, passing It about the other’s
body, Hited bim once more on his shoulders. With the
Corporal's sound arm drawn down over his neck to
ease the strain he staggered off through the cordfield
for the creek.

The rain bad not abated. The wind was higher.
Drenched and chilled, burdlened beyond his strength
and exhausted by the nlght and lack of food, Newbury
held dogeedly to his task. He was forced to stop and
let Bdwards slip to the ground through sheer inabllity
hundred paces.

Hitle cup that when a

wis

unsatistied agaln he

to procecd before he ol covered a

NES

He Improved the halt by discarding feom his own per-
on and that of Edwards every actiele that would les.
the Fis hi=
pocket used his carbine as stnfl
The ecareying of the weapons bore upon hitn honvily
and Pt
flccteéd that to be without arms in (he eneiny's coun

e woeight revolver he had threost in

while he a chimey

he was tempted to abandon them he ye

fry would lay him open o the attack of even o <ingle

picket, and he detecmined to keop them \zadn he
took his burden on his back and struggled on,

The quarter mlle to the creek was made by <low @i
painful stages, but Newbury covered It at last, and

once In the copse along the shore folt safer for (he
time e

of fording

His problem now wus to effect n crossing
sream was too deep nnd swift
He knew that the bridge a mile further along was
closely watehed by the Confederates, Who, in facer,
were encamped on both sldes of 1t In coming to the
Pitzhugh plantation he and Edwards iad made use of
n fallen tree, which guve n precarions snpport from
bank to bank. Ile knew that it would be almost fm-
possible to get the belpless Corporal across that pros
trate trunk, but after searching In valn for a hoat, he
was left with the natural bridge as the only alterna-
tive

More difficolt journeying along the bank brought
him to the treo, which was rooted on the opposite
It had snapped high and lay before himm at a
dangerons upward slant.  Ie had good reason to fear
that Confederate oniposts were statfoned in the woods
beyond, and he procecded with the utmost caution
ITe hung Edwards over the trunk in front of him, and
hitched along, an inch at a time, pushing the other
abead. At each instant he was forced to hog tha
support, clutchlong the Corporal desperately. At each
Instant he had to fight for the balance of both, ex-
pecting to be plunged with the wounded man into the
wiaters benenth.

to nllow

shore,

He had won to the break of the dree at the stump,
kome five feet above the ground, and was preparing
to Jower Hdwards when a sudden movement of the
Corporal flung hls welght to the side.  Fle made a
wild snatch for the trunk, but was unable to regain
bis hold and tke two men fell together and heavily to
the ground.

A terrible scream of agony broke from Edwards.
His wounded arm had been ernshed beneath hiy. The
torture was more than he conld endure, and again and
I¥ing crumpled as he fell, the shriek was re-

Newbury, in terror lest he should bring an
utpost upon them, tried to silence him. But Edwards
He raved. babbled, ealled

hls Maker and could not he quieted. Newbury
had but one recourse. Ramming the Corporal’s hand-
kerchlef Into the shoutlng mouth he bhound his own
about the other's head and, stretching himself at full
length upon the poor wangled body, put forth all his
to suppress frightful convulslons that

ated.

wis now quite deliriou:

strength the
shook it

By this herole method he forced Edwards o e still,
listening the while for the approach of enemies. Ap-
parently he had reached the end. Still more than nine
miles from succor. surrounded by hostile troops, weak
wet and famished, with a crazed and helpless com-
panion, he might well have despaired. Dot it was not
in Newbury to despair. Not for the flicker of a thought
Ald he contemplate giving up the grim eMort he had
set himself,

Thought Him Dead.

After some thne Edwards grew less violent. The
manlacal energy called forth by fever and excroclat-
Ing pain passed.. Suddenly be relaxed and lay stil
Newbury, bent over him anxiounsly, fearing that life
had fled with that But the Corporal's heart
was still beating talutly, and Newbury, hastily rear-

spasm

ranglng his s=llng, shouldered the unconsclous man
once more and tottered on into the woods
All that day he held his course, more by lostiuet

than by consclous direction, toward the Unlon lines.
He Kept away from the roads and from dwelllngs, Ia-
Boving throngh fields and covertz. Onee be crouched
in a clump of bushes while a detall of Confederates
marched by within fifty feet of him. He was unable
to make more than a few yards at a stage, throwing
himself down in the mud beslde his burden to gather
a lttle strength after a dozen fultering steps, scram-
bling up agaln and pressing ahead uotil he could go ne
further

On, always on. That was the one Idea he clung to.

After the first mile or 50 he was In little better ghape
than the fpapimate Edwards. His mind was in a
daze  ObjJects swain before him dizzily. He had lost
all sense of time or distance. It seemed to him that
through all eternity he had been struggling on through
a chilly hell of wet leaves, raln and wind,
drageing a torn and bloody body. He ceased to think
e
no longer even cared to know whether the Corporal
still breathed or not. It could have made no differ
He wad capable of but the one purpose, to go
on, always on, and to take the body with him. With-
out that single, definite hold upon things bhe wust have
ziven up and waited for death himself,

Io the early part of the afternoon he slipped as he
was trying to raise the Corporal and fell. The shock
ook what little force he had left for a spuace, and,
closing his eyes, e pnssed Into a painfol and uneasy
While he was in thig condition something stole
into his brain that until now had found no lodgement
there. He had done the best be could, a volce seewned
to whisper; he had done more than any man, even
the bravest, conld Lie expected to do. Why not leave
FEdwards hidden in the brush and make hls own way
to the Unlon linee? Why not hurry on and get help?
Was that not the safest and the wisest way?

He awoke with a start and a savage word on his
1ips. He hated bimself for the trafltor sugzestion that
had crept upon him in his weakness, Crawling over
to Edwards he holsted the burden once agoin o his
back, galped his feet under the protest of every limb
and went on, always on

He afterward retalned no consglousuess of the lat

hrown

of Edwards as a living man who must be rescued,

doze.

ter part of that strange and terrible fourney. It re
mwaloed In bis wemory as a dark blot, hazed wit!

vague horrors, But through the afternoon he stil
toiled ahead and through one more marvel he was vol
seen by the Confederates.

It was seven o'clock in the evening, fourteen hours
after Newbury's start from the plantation, that the
soldiers at a Unlon pleket post started up with levelled
ritles at a dim shape that came crawling and trundling
slowly over the ground toward them. It gave no
answer to thelr balls, and cautlously they came out (o
meet It, thinking to find some injured animal or they
Kkuew not what.

A3 they came up they saw that It was a man. He
was creeping on all fours aod on his back was

strapped the body of anotber They called to him,
but he did not answer, ouly crept on and on. Then

pitying hands took hold of him, aod as they relleved
Lim of his burden he scrambled to his feet, stared

about bim wildly and then collapsed. Private New-

bury needed as close attewtion as did Corporal Ed.
wards that night,
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